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Members
Legislative Audit Commission

In July 1994, the Legislative Audit Commission directed us to evaluate guardian ad litem
services in Minnesota, Guardians ad litem arc individuals appointed by the courts in
certain family and juvenile cases to ensure that the children involved have their interests
adequately represented.

Guardians are appointed in cases that are usually contentious and emotionally charged,
and the outcomes are seldom satisfactory to all the parties. We think this accounts, at
least in part, for why there have been complaints about guardian services. But, we also
found problems with the way guardian services, which are provided through the counties,
are organized, defined, and supervised. We found that many guardians--attomeys and
non-attorneys--have not received adequate training. In addition, there is no systematic
way to bring complaints against guardians.

While we think most solutions must come from the courts, the Legislature also needs to
take action. We recommend that the Legislature clarify the role of guardians, and we
recommend that the Supreme Court significantly revise and formalize existing state
guidelines for guardian services.

In conducting our study, we received the full cooperation of the Supreme Court, district
courts, and county courts. We particularly appreciate the help of guardians, court
administrators, judges, lawyers, and public defenders who responded to our surveys and
our requests for information, This report was researched and written by Jan Sandberg
(project manager) and Susan Von Mosch, with help from Kathleen Vanderwall, Carrie
Meyerhoft, Connie Reimer (intern), and Matthew Bower (intern).

Sincerely yours,

Jamés R. Nobles
Legislative Auditor

Roger Br:gks

Deputy Legislative Auditor
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